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Concerned Youth W orkers meet to discuss the impact
of proposed cuts to the Youth Service Budget

Over one hundred youth and community
activists met recently in Corpus Christie
Youth Centre in west Belfast to discuss the
impact of potential cuts to the Youth Service
budget.

Responding to news that twenty five youth
workers have already received notice of the
termination of their contacts, those present heard
how the potential cuts could bring youth service
staffing levels within some of Belfast’s most
deprived areas down from forty eight  to twenty
three full-time staff.

Made up of representatives of the main political
parties, trade unions, academics, and youth and
community activists those present broadly
welcomed the announcement from the Education
Minister Caitríona Ruane that an extra £4.6million
would be allocated to youth services in the final
Budget announced this week.

 However, those present also warned that they
where still unclear how this money would be
spent and whether the increase in funding made
available would protect those services currently
under threat.

A range of speakers outlined how the proposed
cuts will stretch to breaking point an already
under resourced sector and will seriously
impinge on youth workers ability to effectively
tackle the increasing social exclusion of the
cities most marginalized young people.

Sam McCready from the University of Ulster
said, “that the 1.7% allocated to the youth

service budget is completely inadequate and
there is a need for those in control of the budget
to ensure that the service is more appropriately
funded”.

Stephen Hughes the spokesperson for the
congregated youth workers stated that there was
a real need “to coordinate a response to highlight
the issues raised’, he also stated that”.

‘’The decision to terminate the contracts of
twenty five full time youth workers should
be immediately withdrawn.

That the extra £4.6 million that has been
allocated to the youth service is immediately
directed and ‘ring fenced’ for the most
deprived areas of Belfast using criteria
based on objective need.

That any allocation and distribution of
funding is measured against New TSN and
Section 75.

That the BELB and the Department of Education in
partnership with youth workers and other
stakeholders immediately begin to develop a long
term and appropriately funded strategy to begin to
tackle the whole issue of children and young
people.’’

Fur ther Information fr om Stephen Hughes,
Chairperson of the Youth Workers
Association, Tel: 02890330246 or
07850039104
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THIS MAGAZINE ARE AMAZINGLY CHEAP

GIVE US A CALL  ON 028 90757525 AND ALLOW US T O GIVE YOU A GOOD PRICE

THIS ADVERT WILL  BE READ BY  OVER 7000 PEOPLE

Any residents wishing to express views or
opinions on any of the issues within this maga-
zine, please feel free to drop us a line. If there
are issues you feel should be included we will
ensure such issues are included in the next
edition.  For future issues of Focus News we
are inviting residents to submit local Ghost Sto-
ries and pictures from the p ast. Any and all sub-
missions will be greatly appreciated and all pho-
tos will be scanned and returned immediately
to owners.
For more information and/or to submit articles
and pictures; contact:

Focus News
Unit R5, Flax Shopping Centre,

Ardoyne Avenue,
Belfast BT14 7DA
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An raibh fhios agat? – Did you know?

Local Historian, Paul Liggett

Did you know…Trinity College was founded by
Elizabeth 1st to educate ascendancy protestant, built
in 1591 it has seen the likes of Wolf Tone, Henry
Grattan, Issac Butt, Thomas Davis, Robert Emmet
and Edward,Carson.  Here also is kept the book of
Kells and the Brain Boru Harp.

Did you know…Two teenage girls from Ardoyne were
attacked and badly beaten by a 13 strong group of
girls o the Ballygomartin Road on 22nd February
1966.  They were Giovanni Craig aged 14 of
Highbury Gardens and Alice Marie McCrudden aged
15 of Chatham Street.  They were awarded £20 each
for criminal injury against Belfast Corporation.
Did you know…On June 3rd1954 100,000 people
attended the Fr. Peyton Rosary Rally in the grounds
of the Dominican convent: Falls Road.

Did you know…In August 1955 the Passionist
Archbishop visits Holy Cross Monastry and Barr Na
Ghaothe School on the Antrim Road is opened on
16th September 1955.  The foundation stone for
Deanby Church is also laid in 1955 on the 20th

October and poison meat pies are sent to the
Inspector General of the RUC in Dec of the same
Year.

Did you know…On 1st November 1766 one Patrick
Ward got possession of a gabled house with a large
back garden in College (now Castle Street) opposite
the present Marquis Street.  Here there was a gateway
leading to a store used for flax and this store was
converted into a chapel in 1768 were Belfast
Catholics worshipped until St Mary’s Chapel Lane
opened.

Did you know…At the bottom of Brompton at the new
|Shops were a Launderette, Grocers, Butchers,
Chemist, Clothes shop and a Sinn Fein office.  In
Chatham Street was Fosters Saw Yard above which
Sean McCaughey taught Irish.  Grove Swifts used a
hut in McCotters entry which was between Hooker/
Herbert Streets, here Paddy Skillen kept pigs as did
Mr Goldblatt., a Mr McAuley and Mullholand both kept
horses here as well. The Gaa also used a hut here
for changing while Kilpatricks Pub supplied them with
beer. “ Ma Boville” or Mrs Murphy of Elmfield Street
was an avid supporter of Boville and followed them
everywhere to watch them play, she also washed their
rigs etc for them.

Did you know…When St. Malachy’s Church in Alfred
Street was almost completed an article appeared on
the 6th March 1843 in the Ulster Times scornfully
declaring….”well foe what cause we cannot pretentend
to say, but yesterday there appeared floating from one
of the towers of the Popish Temple a green flag with a
white cross”.  The Lord Mayor at that time had donated
£10 to the building fund, for which he was severely called
to task by the Banner of Ulster…”as an open promoter
of popery, that deadly enemy of all civil and religious
liberty”.

Did you know…On February 1909 the old Apache Indian
Chief Geronimo died of “the great wasting disease”
(cancer) on an Indian Reservation in Florida, far from
his homeland.

.Did you know…In Jan 1950 a public meeting was held
in Berwick Road in support for a new Ardoyne Road
(previously Ardoyne Loanin).  The meeting was held by
Everton Parents Association and the Ardoyne Tenants
Association,  The Belfast Trades Council; speakers
included Mr A Scott, Mr J Morton, Betty Sinclair, W
Harbinson (TUC) Mr J McGivern (Etna Dr) Ardoyne
Tenants and Mr W Morgan (Unionist MP).  Miss Sinclair
said that no major improvements had been carried out
on the road for many years after promises had been
made by the City Council.  The uncovered Rosehead/
Farset River was a danger to the health of local children
and that the residents should go to the City Hall on March
1st to show their disapproval.

Did you know…The Oldpark Village was finally
destroyed on Saturday 3rd March 1984 when the
whitewashed cottages on Cavehill (known as Oldpark
Terrace) went up in flames as the result of an arson
attack.  These 150-year-old cottages had been used by
North Belfast Harriers the oldest Athletic club in the
country.  Old-fashioned gas lamps attached to the walls
adorned the inside of the cottages.
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ARDOYNE COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
– USE IT OR LOSE IT

Ardoyne Community Transport is in danger of
closing down due to a decrease in usage
from local groups. The innovative transport

programme has been up and running in the districts
for over three years now and has been  a vital service
for schools, youth clubs, elderly groups, sports clubs
and dozens of groups and users over  the years, but
it has noticed a marked dip in use over recent
months. ACTs Coordinator Brian McMullan puts this
decrease down to a number of factors including the
delivery of a number of Variety Club buses to groups
across Belfast, cuts in school and BELB budgets
and also that some groups don’t want to change their
service provider even if that means paying
considerably more than ACT charges. ‘ It’s a tough
climate for community groups’ Brian stated, ‘we all
know funding is tight for everyone and we understand
that, but if local groups insist on paying over the odds
to use other bus companies in Belfast it will hurt our
own community first because ACT will be forced to
fold if there isn’t a big increase in take-up’. Focus
News decided to research the cost of using four
different companies to take a group of children from
Ardoyne to Newcastle and back and found that ACT
was considerably cheaper than Translink, the Belfast
Bus Company and North Belfast Community
Transport. When we contacted Ardoyne Youth
Providers Forum, the group who originally set up
ACT, Shane Whelehan stated ‘ Five years ago we
carried out exhaustive research with the help of
consultants and found that all groups were crying out
for cheap accessible transport. We responded by
setting up ACT and have a top of the range disabled
access minibus here at the disposal of the
community. We have the cheapest fares in Belfast
bar-none and operate a friendly and flexible service.
We would ask local schools and community groups
who are currently using other transport provider to
always contact us first and we will guarantee an
unbeatable price’.

Ardoyne Community T ransport can be
booked by calling 02890741479.

My name is Clare Mc Farlane, I am the
coordinator for the Youth Congress of
Ardoyne and Marrowbone.  YCAM will be

a forum for young people aged 14+ and living
within the Ardoyne Bone/Marrowbone, Cliftonville
and Oldpark areas. The focus will be on fun and
interactive sessions that will aim to cover a broad
range of issues relevant to young people and the
area.

YCAM has held a number of public meetings over
the past few months to recruit members and was
successful in recruiting 15 members but there are
not enough males.

Over the next few months YCAM aims to run
enjoyable and fun programmes focusing on issues
that affect young people in the area and hope that
these programmes will give the young people
important new skills and will let their voices be
heard.

If you feel that you want your voice to be heard
and would be interested in becoming a member
contact myself on 02890741479 in Ardoyne Youth
Providers Office in Ardoyne Youth Club or leave
me a message at www .bebo.com/
youthcongress
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Naíscoil Ard Eoin

Naíscoil Ard Eoin is based in Ardoyne
Community Centre and operates five
mornings a week from 9.30am to 1pm.

There are a number of advantages for bringing
your child up with a bilingual education, these
include:

· Fluency in Irish
· A head start in reading
· Acceptance of other cultures
· Ability to learn further languages with

greater ease
· Improved communication skills
· Increased employment opportunities
· Higher exam results
· Enhanced self esteem

We at Naíscoil Ard Eoin offer the highest
standards of pre-school activities through the
medium of Irish.  Children are encouraged to
participate in a wide range of activities through
the medium of Irish as independent learning is
promoted.
Activities Include

· Art
· Storytelling
· Reading
· Cooking
· IT
· Games
· Sport
· Music
· Dance

If you are interested in sending your child
to Naíscoil Ard Eoin cont act Leanne or
Leonard at the Ardoyne Community Centre
90748523 or call in any morning, Monday to
Friday 9.30pm -1pm at 40 Herbert Street.  Go
Raibh Maith Agat

Ardoyne Community Centre

Ardoyne Community Centre has recently
reopened after a 14-month refurbishment.
The building is an aset to the community and

is there for the use of the entire community.
Presently staff are working at enhancing the
exisiting programme so anyone with any ideas or
the need to use a building such as ours, please
feel free to conatct us at the number below and we
will be only to glad to help.  The Centre is in Herbert
Street next door to the boys school, why not call in
and see the facilities on offer or take part in one of
the activities listed below.

It offers the following activities:
 Ardoyne W omen’ s Group
Monday to Friday - 9am - 5pm
Ardoyne Freestyle W arriors Kickboxers
Monday - 7pm - 10pm
Wednesday - 7pm - 10pm.
Ardoyne Breakdancers
Monday - 7pm - 9pm
Wednesday - 1pm - 3pm.
Naiscoil Ard Eoin
Monday to Friday - 9am - 1pm
Ardoyne Disco Dancing
Tuesday - 7pm - 9pm
Grace Youth Club
Friday - 7pm - 10.30pm
Tongue n’ Cheek Drama Group
Thursday - 7pm - 10pm
Historical Society
Wednesday - 7pm - 10pm
Northern Ir eland Children’s Holidays (NICH)
Wednesday - 7pm
Ardoyne Young Women’s Group
Tuesdays -7pm
Thursdays- 7pm
Holy Cross Bowlers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Tuesday - 7pm - 11pm
Thursday - 1pm - 4pm.
Sure Star t
Tuesday - 10am - 12pm
Wednesday - 10am - 12pm.
Ardoyne Mothers and Toddlers                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Monday - 9am - 12pm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Wednesday - 9am - 12pm
Friday - 9am - 12pm.
Irish Classes
Thursdays- 7pm
Contact us
Ardoyne Community Centre
40 Herbert Street
Belfast  BT14 7FH  T el: 028 9074 8523
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Community Profile
Bernie Montgomery

Where were you educated?   Holy Cross Primary
School and St. Gemma’s Secondary School.
What’ s your earliest memory?    Watching from my
bedroom window on the 15th August (Feast of Our
Lady) men and women dancing and singing around
the bonfires.
What’ s your happiest memory?   As above
Favourite childhood toy?    Doll and pram
What’ s your favourite book?   As a child I loved the
Lion, witch and the wardrobe.  Now I like Anam Cara
(Soul Friend) a gift from a friend when I was
diagnosedwith cancer.
What’s your favourite joke/quote?
Hmmmmmmm!
What was the first record you ever bought?   Only
yesterday by the Carpenters.
Favourite band or singer?   Rod Stewart.
Favourite film?   The Passion of Christ (Mel Gibson).
Where’s the furthest you’ve been from home?
Canada.
If you won a million pound what would you spend
it on?   My family and friends.  I’d love to set up a
respite place by the sea for people diagnosed with
cancer.
What car do you drive?     Ford Zetec.
What do you like about north Belfast?   The whole
community thing and the closeness of the
community.
What do you not like about North Belfast?   As
above (Ha! Ha!)
What’s your favourite drink?   Baileys and
Sambuca.
Who’s the most famous person you’ve met?
Boyszone and Susan Lynch (actress).
Who’ s the person you most admire?   My Mummy,
because of her ongoing commitment to her family
and her community.
Which historical person would you most like to
meet?   Oprah Winfrey
What has been your greatest achievement?
Surviving cancer.  Also the setting up of Cancer
Lifeline (with the help of others)
How do you want to be remembered?   Like to
think I could be remembered as someone who was
able to help others in their tme of need.  Also,
someone who has been true to myself.

Ardoyne Focus Group
Unit R5 Flax Centre

Ardoyne Avenue
Belfast BT14 7DA
Tel:  02890 757525

Volunteering with NBAP

Volunteering with the NBAP will enable you
to help your community, family and friends.

Volunteering with the NBAP provides you with the
opportunity to become involved in many areas
associated with advice giving such as:

· Assist in advice administration duties
· Help develop NBAP web page and up

date information available on site
· Write reports and articles for CEPs

newsletters and local press covering
areas of concern or highlighting the work
of the Partnership

· Provide support and advice to other young
people within your area.

· Develop new knowledge and skills through
advice training and mentoring.

Training Opportunities with NBAP
Volunteers will have the opportunity to avail of

training provided by the following organisations:
Advice NI

Law Centre
Housing Rights Service

CAB
As well as attend in house training and
information sessions on welfare rights and
benefit legislation

You can volunteer at any of these Advice
Centre’ s

Ardoyne Association
Antrim Road CAB

Ballysillian Community Forum
Ligoniel Improvement Association

LNBCC
Tar Isteach

The Vine Centre



          

COMMUNITY PHARMACY NLP
WORKSHOP

DO YOU SUFFER FROM ANXIETY OR
DEPRESSION?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN NEW
COPING STRATEGIES?

1 DAY WORKSHOP
THE FLAX CENTRE, ARDOYNE AVENUE,

BELFAST
27th February 2008

10-3.00PM (LUNCH PROVIDED)

Workshop Aim

To offer a dynamic, fun and safe learning
environment so that you find new ways to

change your emotional state.

Interested?
For those involved in helping others we can help
individuals understand, control and change their
emotional states. We can help them understand
and control their thoughts.

 With NLP we can show you;

   How to run your own brain

How to take charge of your emotional

states

How to develop effective strategies for your

everyday life

Safety
We will then use NLP to effect change. We will do
this safely and respectfully. We will not create a
situation where any individual could be
embarrassed.

For further information or to book a place
please contact Patricia 90745588 or Rosie
90756638

Su-doku

(answers on inside back page)

Across Down

1 Friend (9) 1 Stateroom (5)
7 Stringed Instrument (5) 2 Large House (7)
8 Part of a Jacket (5) 3 Worshipped (6)
9 Notion (4) 4 Not sleeping (4)
10 Prejudice (4) 5 Short sleep (3)
13 Sand hill (4) 6 Book of maps (5)
14 Vegetable (4) 11 Disregarded (7)
17 Weak (5) 12 Writing Implement (6)
19 Freight (5) 13 Postpone (5)
20 Ended (9) 15 Stay clear from(5)

16 Tribe (4)
18 Part of a circle (3)

(answers on inside back page)
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Domestic violence present ations

In Northern Ireland domestic violence account s for a fif th of all recorded
violent crime. And on average, there are five domestic violence deaths each
year!

If you are experiencing domestic violence or abuse, or know of someone who is, then help is available.
You can:

· Talk to your line manager.
· Make an appointment to see an Employee Counsellor.
· Contact Women’s Aid, who can provide support and refuge, all of which are provided in

the strictest confidence.

One option not  available is doing nothing!

To gain an insight into the issues around domestic violence, and specifically around the work of
Woman’s Aid, our Workplace Health Unit is organizing talks from 3 - 7 March. The sessions are open
to all Council employees, subject to Line Manager’s approval where appropriate.

Date 2008                             Time                             Location
Monday 3 March              1.30 - 2.30pm       Olympia Community Centre

Tuesday 4 March     12 - 1pm      Ardoyne Community Centre

Wednesday 5 March     1 – 2pm      Inverary Community Centre

Thursday 6 March     12 – 1pm     1st Floor Conference Room, CWB

Friday 7  March     12 – 1pm     Divis Community Centre

To reserve a place at any venue please cont act Sandra Reid, W orkplace
Health Unit Receptionist on:

····· Direct dial: 028 9027 0403
····· Internal ext 3215

Email: reids@belfastcity .gov.uk



The North Belfast Interface Network has
continued to have discussions with local youth
providers and community workers around the

growing misuse of the BEBO social networking site. This
site which has become the preferred means of
communication amongst young people is being used
for the arranging of sectarian interface violence as well
as the buying and selling of drugs.
This misuse of the BEBO site is not exclusive to Ardoyne
& Marrowbone, the NBIN chair a fortnightly Interface
Monitoring Group made up by interface workers from
across the whole of North Belfast and representing both
sides of the community and this phenomenon is being
reported from every area represented. The NBIN have
engaged local youth workers in trying to highlight this
subject, and have visited a number of homes within
Ardoyne to inform parents that their children are engaged
in this activity. It has become increasingly alarming that
young people, in addition to arranging interface violence,
are also arranging fights with youths in Glenbryn,
Ballysillan and Glencairn and going into these areas to
meet up for the sole purpose of fighting. It has also been
witnessed and noted that some of these young people,
as young as fifteen are carrying knives and assorted
weapons including a medieval mace and chain and
machetes, which can only result in serious injury or
death for the victim or the person carrying the weapon,
not to mention the real possibility of a lengthy jail sentence
and criminal record.  The danger of this type of activity
may seem obvious, but it does not seem to register with
some of the young people with whom we have engaged.
There have been calls on government to act on this type
of internet site but as yet no action has been forthcoming.
It has been stated this week, by the minister for health
Michael McGimpsey that he will act to close down
internet sites which have been promoting eating
disorders among young people. If this is the case and
such action is within the power of government to act on
this issue from a health capacity, then it must be also
possible to act on sites such as BEBO on the same
premise. The health, safety and well being of residents
living on or at interfaces and the innumerable health and
public safety issues presented to young people using
sites such as BEBO and MSN demand the same
attention.

The response from one community worker , (Paula
Murphy , AMCEP IT Outreach W orker) was;

“As a parent do you know what your child is accessing
on the computer?  BEBO is one of the most popular
social sites that the youth of today use.  When used
sensibly this site is a good way for people to network
with friends, meet new people and keep in touch with
old friends.
Unfortunately sometimes this is not all the site is used
for, as a parent I am amazed at some of the things
discussed and arranged between people using the
BEBO site.  This has included things like arranging

underage drinking parties, arranging to buy and sell
drugs, arrange riots and fights amongst other things.
If your child uses a computer on a regular basis you
should ensure that you monitor the sites they use and
the content of their accounts on these sites as it is of
utmost importance that parents are vigilant about the
type of sites their children access and the type of material
they are having access to.
To open a BEBO account you just need to enter a
username and then a password,  all parents should
have the passwords to their children’s accounts this
way you are able to check on a regular basis of what
is going on and will help safeguard your child .”
The PSNI have openly stated that they monitor these
BEBO sites for such content, but clearly they are more
interested in the information they use from these sites
than they are in either acting upon it or in using their
influence to have these sites closed down permanently.
While we must accept that not every young person using
BEBO or MSN are either engaged in this type of activity
or even interested in it, the importance of parents being
aware of the dangers presented by this type of site are
the same. The primary concern of the North Belfast
Interface Network and the youth providers with which it
has engaged is the safety and well being of the young
people of our community, and we would like to highlight
the impact of interface violence on the residents who
live on the interfaces and deal with the consequences
of these actions.
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On Tuesday 13th February a group of young
men and women took part in a cross
community cultural event to celebrate the

Chinese New Year.  The young people enjoyed
the work shops and the entertainment provided
by the Chinese community.  On behalf of everyone
at Marrowbone Youth Club we would like to take
this opportunity to thank the Chinese community
and the Scouts Association (N.I.) for inviting us to
this event and look forward to participating in
follow up events.

The Orient comes to MarrowboneSERVICES & TRAINING IN MARROW-
BONE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Classes
Tuesday 2-4pm-Basic computer class
Wednesday 7-9pm Over 55s computer class
Thursday 10-12- Intro to computers
Maths G.C.S.E. support class –Wednesday 4-30-
6- 30pm
Irish A Level support class- Monday 6pm- 8pm
Irish High level class –Tue 7-9pm
Irish for beginners to start in March
Parenting classes to start in March
Youth Club
Tuesday-7-10pm
Wednesday 7-10pm
Thursday 7-10
Friday 7-9pm
Sunday 7-9pm
Monday 7-8pm B.R.A. Swimmers
Club Oige
Monday 7-10pm
Saturday 1-4pm
Thursday 7-8pm B.R.A
Library Service
Community library open 7 days per week offering
a wide range of books for all ages. Large print
books available. Call in anytime.
Advice Service
Wednesday morning 10-1pm with Agnes
Thursday morning 10-1pm with Marie
Please phone for appointment due to high
demand

Job Club
Thursday 10-1pm with Sean
Bone Business Enterprise
Printing services available at competeable prices-
tickets, cards, photos enlarged call in and speak
to Anthony for any job.
Volunteering
If anyone is interested in volunteering for any of
our projects please contact Mary Ellen volunteer
co-ordinator
Councillor ’s clinic  every Monday 9-1pm

Photocopying-faxing service and use of internet
available for small fee.
Community Care-Budgeting Loan forms,
Passport forms and H.E. forms available.
The Association deals with housing complaints,
D.O.E. and many other issues affecting the
community.

Anyone wishing to avail of these services
contact the Community House on 90741876 .



MEN in BLACK
In  all the places
ound the world
where I have lived
there is not in my
experience a more
giving and generous
people than those I
have met since
coming to Holy
Cross over six years
ago.

The giving comes in
many forms. There
is a personal
warmth and
affection that keeps me going. There is a sharing
of life with its problems and challenges that allow
me belong to a huge number of families. There
are the open doors of the schools that welcome
me whenever I have an opportunity to visit and
be there. All of this is not just personal to me but
to all the Passionists of Holy Cross.

You also give us advice and guidance. Many are
still donating in a substantial way to prepare for
what lies ahead as we plan to reopen the Family
Centre. You enabled us to restore Holy Cross
Church on its being 100 years old in 2002 and to
leave the church ready for the next 100 years.
There is no debt on the building.

The money came in to make the grounds a place
of peace and beauty. The money came in to pay
honour to deceased Passionists by enabling us
to replace the crosses above the graves. On
Good Friday at the end of the Stations of the
Cross through the streets we will unveil a high
granite Cross in the chapel grounds as a
memorial to the unbroken support of Holy Cross
since it opened in 1869. The money was raised
by Kickhams GAC with your support.

One other appeal now goes out to you for your
generosity. In all of your great giving for these
projects, the daily running of Holy Cross parish –
heating, lighting, maintenance, insurance,
printing, wages and many other items – are not
able to be paid for fully out of the collections taken
up each weekend or with the small salaries the

three priests
receive.  A donation
of £30,000 recently
from the Flax Trust
helped enormously
and is truly
appreciated. But
the parish account
is still overdrawn
and this needs to be
put right before
June 2008 when our
four year
appointments are
up – don’t panic! -
not all of us will go

after June!

In the past we have had some great events in the
parish and in places like the Europa for the super
car draw and other events. There have been golf
days for Holy Cross in Dublin and Wicklow. These
helped the projects mentioned above.

One more call is now being made on you.
On 30 th May 2008 we will have a Gala Holy
Cross Dinner and Ball in Europa Hotel. Every
penny raised will go to clearing the debt on
the parish account. By doing this we will
make up for the shortfall over the past
number of years while you were busy
supporting the building and restoration
projects. There is a parish finance committee
in place and with their help and advice we
will publish a full set of figures for the parish.

If you can see your way to joining in this Gala
Ball it will be a great help and
encouragement. Tickets for 30 th May Europa
event are £100 each or if a business of group
wishes a table of 10 can be reserved. The
time is short and you may wish to pay for
your ticket(s) bit by bit. If you are able to put
up an item for auction or a ballot that would
be great.

For all information ask at Holy Cross office
or speak to Gary or Aidan. You will find us
more than ready to talk to you. Thanks for
reading this!  Aidan Troy, C.P., Holy Cross
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The Pad

TTTTThe new exciting Pad Bistrohe new exciting Pad Bistrohe new exciting Pad Bistrohe new exciting Pad Bistrohe new exciting Pad Bistro
 now opened on Flax Street. now opened on Flax Street. now opened on Flax Street. now opened on Flax Street. now opened on Flax Street.

Fresh Food Served DailyFresh Food Served DailyFresh Food Served DailyFresh Food Served DailyFresh Food Served Daily
by our experienced chefsby our experienced chefsby our experienced chefsby our experienced chefsby our experienced chefs

From bakery, breakfast, lunch to SundayFrom bakery, breakfast, lunch to SundayFrom bakery, breakfast, lunch to SundayFrom bakery, breakfast, lunch to SundayFrom bakery, breakfast, lunch to Sunday
roast dinnersroast dinnersroast dinnersroast dinnersroast dinners

Deliveries start at 11:00amDeliveries start at 11:00amDeliveries start at 11:00amDeliveries start at 11:00amDeliveries start at 11:00am
(Full outside catering buffet menus(Full outside catering buffet menus(Full outside catering buffet menus(Full outside catering buffet menus(Full outside catering buffet menus

available)available)available)available)available)

Mother’s Day three course meal £11.95Mother’s Day three course meal £11.95Mother’s Day three course meal £11.95Mother’s Day three course meal £11.95Mother’s Day three course meal £11.95
Bring your own wine (corkage £2)Bring your own wine (corkage £2)Bring your own wine (corkage £2)Bring your own wine (corkage £2)Bring your own wine (corkage £2)

(Steak £2 extra)(Steak £2 extra)(Steak £2 extra)(Steak £2 extra)(Steak £2 extra)

Now taking bookingsNow taking bookingsNow taking bookingsNow taking bookingsNow taking bookings
02890 75677702890 75677702890 75677702890 75677702890 756777

Service with a smile
 Flo and Alison prep aring something t asty!

Belfast Community Relations Council

Belfast Community Relations Council (BCRC)
held a conference in the Landsdown Hotel to
promote cooperation and better working

relationships between communities in north Belfast.
Commenting on the conference, BCRC
spokesperson Joe Marley said,
 “We believe that it is vital that expression is given to
all those organizations and groups currently involved
in peace building, conflict resolution and community
development work across all Belfast’s interface
areas.  Through initial discussions at our
presentations, issues such as community safety,
youth, interface violence and planning/regeneration
were high on the agenda for community based
organisations in addition to many other social quality
of life issues that effect all our residents”.

At the workshop participants were asked to:
1) Identify and prioritise issues that have a major
impact on the quality of life for people living in each
area and
2) Identify at least two areas of work and methodology
they would collectively show case as models of best
practice.

BCRC believe these workshops provide a unique
opportunity for:

· Identifying needs of local areas that can be
highlighted at a Belfast level;

· Identifying and profiling models of best
practice across the city of Belfast;

· Information sharing, networking and
collaborative working at a citywide level.

In the long term we believe that this process may act
as a catalyst for an effective citywide lobbying and
advocacy group with the capacity to inform and
shape policy design as well as the creation and
development of long term, sustainable
intercommunity/agency partnerships in the field of
conflict transformation and community development.



Ardoyne Marrowbone Respect
Programme

Vote For Shona!

Well over a thousand entrants audi
tioned for RTE 2’s Search for a Star
and our very own Shona Cosgrove from

Ardoyne has got through to the semi finals (only
eight left).  Shona is fantastic singing Celine Dion’s
Titanic and just brilliant at Amy Winehouse’ s
Valeria.  The semi final will be televised on RTE 2
sometime in April so watch out for it and vote for
Shona.  Good luck Shona from all here at Focus
News we will be voting for you girl!!!

Ardoyne star Shona with her dad

The Ardoyne marrowbone Respect programme for
2008 will commence with an “Essential Services
Day” on the 28th February from 10:00am –

1:00pm in the Ardoyne community centre. Following on
from the article in the last edition of the Focus News
regarding the attacks on the Fire and Ambulance service
it was decided to hold a day which would highlight these
attacks along with the growing number of attacks on our
local Black and private taxis. It is important to emphasise
that attacks on emergency services are abhorred by our
community and representatives from the Fire/ Ambulance
& Taxis will address young people from the local schools
on this issue. Essential services are not simply limited to
the Fire Brigade and Ambulance service and groups such
as Cancer Lifeline & PIPs along with others have also
been invited to showcase their work.  This event is the
beginning of a “Respect Programme” which will culminate
in a series of events showcasing the work of groups from
both the community and voluntary sector in a “Respect
Week” from the 10th – 17th March.

The purpose of the week is to promote the work that
happens within the community which promotes social
inclusion, tolerance, well being and positive community
relations. It is an opportunity for groups from the
community and voluntary sector to showcase the work
they do.
 
 How we determine “respect” is open to us all for
interpretation, work which addresses disadvantage,
promotes rights, challenges discrimination, encourages
inclusion, challenges sectarianism, promotes health, access
to amenities, mental & physical health, youth engagement,
celebrates diversity and promotes a positive image of our
community all form part of respect.
 
We would like to invite groups from within the community
to highlight their work and to submit events or activities
which they currently plan to hold during this period as
part of the “Respect Week” programme. We all have our
individual programmes of work and our own target
audience, but by showcasing them together we can widen
the impact and increase the audience which is aware of
the work we all do.
 
We would encourage all groups to take the
opportunity to showcase their work during this
period. Any group wishing to include their projects
activity during this period can contact Breandán or
Mar tin in the Ardoyne Focus Group on 02890
757525.
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Interested in Computers or
gaining a qualification?

If so
Why not come along to

Cyb@ardoyne  Internet Suite
In the Flax Shopping Centre

Courses on offer include
Clait – computer literacy and

information technology
E.C.D.L.– European computer

driving licence
For lone p arents

 We also offer Job club Services
three times a week on T uesday ,

Wednesday and Thursday .

If intersered in any of the above or
would like  further information

cont act Paula, Denise or Brenda on
90757525.

Have you any spare time?
Do you enjoy working with others?

Would you like to gain a recognized qualifi-
cation?

If the answer is “yes” why not become a member
of the Ardoyne Focus Environmental Group.  As
a team member you will be involved in the
planning and maintaining the gardens and murals
along the main thoroughfares into Ardoyne and
Marrowbone.  Why not get involved and help
make your area cleaner, brighter and friendlier
place to live and visit.

Interested?  Contact Phillip at Ardoyne Focus
Group, Flax Centre or telephone: (028)

90757525.

A.G.M. Flower CornerA.G.M. Flower CornerA.G.M. Flower CornerA.G.M. Flower CornerA.G.M. Flower Corner

Flowers and Cards
For all occasions

Plus Seasonal
Gifts and
Novelties

Flax Shopping Centre

Ardoyne Avenue

Telephone: 028 90752755Telephone: 028 90752755Telephone: 028 90752755Telephone: 028 90752755Telephone: 028 90752755

Big Mama’sBig Mama’sBig Mama’sBig Mama’sBig Mama’s

For all your Baby AccessoriesFor all your Baby AccessoriesFor all your Baby AccessoriesFor all your Baby AccessoriesFor all your Baby Accessories
Prams, Cots, Christening Robes,Prams, Cots, Christening Robes,Prams, Cots, Christening Robes,Prams, Cots, Christening Robes,Prams, Cots, Christening Robes,

Knitwear,Knitwear,Knitwear,Knitwear,Knitwear,
Wool,etc.Wool,etc.Wool,etc.Wool,etc.Wool,etc.

Flax ShoppingFlax ShoppingFlax ShoppingFlax ShoppingFlax Shopping
CentreCentreCentreCentreCentre

Ardoyne AvenueArdoyne AvenueArdoyne AvenueArdoyne AvenueArdoyne Avenue

Telephone 07888737313.Telephone 07888737313.Telephone 07888737313.Telephone 07888737313.Telephone 07888737313.



FAST TRACK MORTGAGE
103 Stockman’ s Lane

Belfast BT9 7JE

E:mail:  fast.track@btconnect.com  W ebsite:  www .fasttrackni.com

Telephone:  028 90660206                                                  Fax:  028 90660306

BUY YOUR HOUSING EXECUTIVE HOME!
(Right to buy)

FIRST TIME BUYERS

BUY TO LET

MOVING HOME

UNSECURED LOANS

(D.L.A - D.S.S. INCOMES
NO PROOF OF INCOME

REMORTGAGING - GET A BETTER RATE
NEED ADDITIONAL  MONEY FOR HOME

IMPROVEMENTS
PAYING OFF DEBTS OR ANY OTHER

PURPOSE CONSIDERED)

EVERYTHING AND EVERYONE CONSIDERED!

For FREE Consult ation At a time And Place That suit s You Call:

028 9066 0206
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Kiddies Korner
Doctor doctor

Doctor Doctor I swallowed a bone.
Are you choking?
No, I really did!

Doctor, Doctor I think I need glasses
You certainly do, Sir, this is a fish and chip
shop!

Doctor, Doctor my son has swallowed my pen,
what should I do?
Use a pencil ?till I get there

Doctor, Doctor I think I’m a bell?
Take these and if it doesn’t help give me a ring!

Doctor, Doctor I think I’m suffering from Deja
Vu!
Didn’t I see you yesterday?

Doctor, Doctor I’ve got wind! Can you give me
something?
Yes - here’s a kite!

Doctor, how do I stop my nose from running?!
Stick your foot out and trip it up!

Doctor, Doctor I tend to flush a lot.
Don’t worry it’s just a chain reaction!

Doctor, doctor I keep thinking I’m a bee
Buzz off can’t you see I’m busy?

Doctor these pills you gave me for BO...
What’s wrong with them?
They keep slipping out from under my arms!

Doctor, Doctor everyone keeps throwing me in
the garbage.
Don’t talk rubbish!

Doctor, Doctor I feel like a sheep.
That’s baaaaaaaaaad!

Doctor, Doctor I feel like a bee.
Well buzz off I’m busy!

Doctor, Doctor I keep thinking I’m a mosquito
Go away, sucker!

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

SIX CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE
BOTTOM PICTURE CAN YOU FIND THEM?

1 Cat’s paw 2 Rabbit’s ear 3 Pig’s tail
4 Penguin’s nose 5 Bear’s ear 6 Bear’s Foot

There are four friends (Adam, Elizabeth, Peter, Sally) and
each has a balloon.
From the clues below can you match each of them with their
age and balloon?

 The kids are aged 5, 6, 7 and 8 and one of them has a blue
balloon.

 1. The six year old girl has a green balloon.

 2. Adam has a red balloon and is older than Peter.

 3. Elizabeth is 5 years old but her balloon isn’t yellow



PeacePlayers’  in Ardoyne
Harry Morra

You may begin to see kids with a new ball on
the streets of Ardoyne – a basketball.  Kids in
Ardoyne have been introduced to a new sport and
have met a team of passionate American
coaches from PeacePlayers International (PPI) who
are stationed in Belfast with the mission of using
basketball to unite communities.

During the 2006/2007 school year, PPI began
coaching the children in Ardoyne.  PPI coaches have
been working in primary schools and will be
expanding to work with
secondary schools in
2008.  Most recently,
approximately fifty
children from the
community were
transported to Limavady
for a day of basketball,
teambuilding and fun at
PPI’s annual Jingle Ball
Classic Tournament.

The kids are eager for the
next event … so, PPI is
building a calendar of
activities to keep the existing participants engaged
and to reach new children in the community.

An initial look at the initiatives/events is below but
stay tuned as details are confirmed:

Leadership Development Program (LDP):   PPI
is launching a Leadership Development Program
based out of different community centers and youth
clubs.  LDP will target 14-18 year olds and coaches/
facilitators will work with participants to develop
skills on and off the basketball court while in a safe
and organized environment.  The long term vision is
that a team representing North Belfast will compete
against other communities.  Activity has already
begun on Wednesday evenings at 8:30 pm at
Ardoyne Youth Club.

Respect W eek Workshop:  American coaches will
conduct a one day clinic during Respect Week
(which is scheduled for March 10th-17th.)

Easter Camp:  PPI introduced an Easter Camp last
year and will look to make this an annual event at
Ardoyne Youth Club.

Summer Workshop/Camp:  Once the weather
turns, PPI will host basketball clinics and camps at
various sites.

PPI has been working closely with the North Belfast
Interface Network (NBIN) and the Ardoyne Youth
Providers Forum (AYPF) to build this calendar of
exciting events for the community and looks forward
to its continued partnership with NBIN & AYPF
PPI along with the AYPF and North Belfast Interface

Network are also looking
to explore the possible
regeneration of the Pitch
& Mitch site on the
Ardoyne Road as an all
purpose sports facility.
There has already been
some discussion with
some local residents and
with Councilor
McClenaghan around this
possibility. The site which
has suffered from both
vandalism and neglect

and has been the topic of heated debate is
potentially a site which, with proper planning and
consultation can be an asset to the whole
community in much the same way as the
Waterworks site. .The redevelopment of the Pitch
& Mitch as a multi-sports site, with committed and
sustained programme activity will give a much
needed lift to the community, as well as addressing
a number of the negative issues with which it has
been associated namely anti-social activity, graffiti
and interface violence.

PPI was founded in 2001 on the premise
that “children who play together can learn to live
together.” PPI operates basketball and life-skills
programs in historically divided regions that bring
together thousands of children from different
religious, racial, and cultural backgrounds. The
programs attract children to participate in
basketball and life-skills activities that enable
them to learn leadership skills and how to live as
friends and neighbors. PPI is running successful
programs in Northern Ireland, South Africa, the
Middle East, Cyprus and has recently launched
a program in New Orleans, USA.
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 Flax Foyer
16 Flax Street, Belfast BT14 7EJ
Tel:  028 90593301 Fax: 028

90593300
Email: flaxfoyer@hotmail.com

Are you aged between 16 -25
years?

· Unemployed?
· Homeless?
· Do you want to train?
· Do you want support to

improve your outlook
and your confidence?

· Do you want to improve
your chances of

       getting employment?
· Do you want to have fun

while you learn
  and develop towards
independence?

Then Flax Foyer is the place
for you!

Contact us at the above
address and we will arrange

an interview for you.
Contact us at the above

address and we will arrange
an interview for you.

YCAM have set up a bebo p age!!!
http://www .bebo.com/Y outh-congress

YCAM is a youth congress to be based in
Ardoyne and Marrowbone and will include
people from Ardoyne, Marrowbone,

Oldpark and Deanby areas. The Congress will
work for all young people aged between 14 and
25years to promote their ideas and opinions on
all issues.

The bebo page will keep you informed of up and
coming programmes running in the area and you
can use this page to voice your ideas for what
programmes you as youth would like to see and
to voice your opinions on issues of importance to
young people living in your area.

We look forward to hearing your
comments!!!

Maintenance work carried
out by qualified tradesman.

 New Build and Extensions
Garden Walls

 Fencing
Flagging

Plastering

 Free Estimates
All work guaranteed

Telephone: 07732350325

Ardoyne Marrowbone Community
Empowerment Partnership

Unit R 5 Flax Centre
Ardoyne Avenue

Belfast BT14 7DA

Tel: 02890 757525  Fax: 02890 757425
 email martin_amcep@yahoo.co.uk



Who’s this on the guider with Lisa Lowery and
Lindsey Whelan?

Yes! It’s dare devil Lizzie Whelan pictured here
with sons Robin and Owen in the early seven-

ties before the Fleadh guider race.

Crossword answers

Su-doku answers

Family and friends celibrate Lizzie’s 70th birthday
in the Shamrock.  Where’ Lizzie?  She took the

photo!!!!
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